THE GREATEST IS LOVE
“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.”               (1 Corinthians 13:4-8)

“And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13)

· As Christians (and especially as leaders) our character is the most important part of our Christian witness.

· As leaders we are role models to those that we oversee and shepherd. The spirit in the leaders will invariably have a profound impact on the atmosphere in our church meetings. If the leaders all have servant hearts and a great love for people, invariably the church meetings will have a strong sense of God’s love and presence
· People don’t generally care how much we know, but they want to know how much we care

· The Apostle Paul wrote, “…Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.”     (1 Corinthians 8:1)  

TODAY I WANT TO SHARE SOME THOUGHTS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF LOVE IN THE LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN.
In the following study I will also look at how we can grow in our love for others, the benefits that we experience when we walk in love and the consequences of not walking in genuine love towards others

The words of one song are “MORE LOVE, MORE POWER, MORE OF YOU (LORD) IN MY LIFE, AND I WILL WORSHIP YOU WITH ALL OF MY HEART, AND I WILL WORSHIP YOU WITH ALL OF MY STRENGTH, YOU ARE MY LORD.”
I will now look at the importance of the words in this song in relation to: 1) The importance of loving others, and 2) How we can grow in our love for others, by looking at several Scriptures in the bible that relate to these areas. I will then conclude by looking at a number of other areas that relate to the importance of loving others. 
Meditating on the Scriptures helps us to renew our minds and to have a right mindset in relation to God’s love for us and how we should relate to others. Meditating on Scriptures that relate to how we should love others is a key to helping us to grow in our love for others. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
I WILL NOW LOOK AT AND DISCUSS THE KEY WORDS OF THIS SONG AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE BY LOOKING AT SEVERAL SCRIPTURES IN THE BIBLE.    
1) MORE LOVE 
Love is a choice that we need to continually make in life. Jesus Himself said that we should even love those who oppose us and hate us. Jesus said,
“But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and the good, and send rain on the just and on the unjust.” (Matthew 5:44-45)
THE BIBLE IS FULL OF SCRIPTURES THAT EMPHASISE THE IMPORTANCE OF LOVING OTHERS. SOME OF THESE ARE:
Jesus Himself said when explaining the two greatest commandments,

“And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:31)

In the book of James we read,

“If you really fulfil the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself,” you do well;” (James 2:8)

The Apostle Peter wrote,
“But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers. And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.” (1 Peter 4:7-8)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all, just as we do to you.” (1 Thessalonians 3:12)
“Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.” (Romans 13:8)
ALSO STUDY ROMANS 12:9-21 (How to behave like a Christian)
2) MORE POWER

When we look at the early church in the book of Acts we see that there was genuine love amongst all believers and great unity. Within this context the church moved in great power and many miracles were experienced. In the book of Acts we read,

“Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.” (Acts 4:32-33)
“Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like - minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 15:5-6)   
JESUS CHRIST PERFORMED MANY MIRACLES AND HEALINGS TO DEMONSTRATE HIS DEITY (THAT HE TRULY WAS THE SON OF GOD) (Matthew 9:6-8)
However when we look at the miracles of Jesus we see that His compassion for people was a key motivating factor behind the miracles that He performed.

In the book of Mark we read,

“In those days, the multitude being very great and having nothing to eat, Jesus called His disciples to Him and said to them, “I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days and have nothing to eat.

And if I send them away hungry to their own houses, they will faint on the way; for some of them have come from afar. 

Then His disciples answered Him, ‘How can one satisfy these people with bread here in the wilderness?” He asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” And they said, “Seven.”

“So He commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground. And He took the seven loaves and gave thanks, broke them and gave them to His disciples to set before them; and they set them before the multitude.”

They also had a few small fish; and having blessed them, He said to set them also before them. So they ate and were filled, and they took up seven large baskets of leftover fragments. Now those who had eaten were about four thousand. And He sent them away.” (Mark 8:1-9)
In the gospel of Matthew we read,

“And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick.” (Matthew 14:14)

Study also John 11:28-44 (Lazarus raised from the dead) and Acts 10:38
THE MORE COMPASSION WE HAVE FOR PEOPLE, THE GREATER THE PASSION WITH WHICH WE PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THOSE WHO ARE LOST

3) MORE OF YOU (LORD) IN MY LIFE

Our ability to love others comes from our relationship with Jesus Christ. In the book of Romans we read, “Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”  (Romans 5:5)
As Christians it is so important that we maintain an intimate walk with the Lord and that we do not allow the busyness of life to stop us from spending quality time with Him. The more time we spend with the Lord, the more easily we can love others.

Having intimacy with the Lord is the key to growing in the fruit of the Spirit.  All fruit in our life comes from having an intimate and ongoing relationship with the Lord. Jesus Himself said,
“Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”  (John 15:4-5)
Jesus rebuked the church at Ephesus even though it was busy doing ministry because it had lost its first love for Him. In the book of Revelation we read,
“To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, “These things says He who hold the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamp stands: I know your works, your labour, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostle and are not, and have found them liars;

“and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary. Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lamp stand from its place-unless you repent.”     (Revelation 2:1-5) 
THE BIBLE IS FULL OF SCRIPTURES THAT EMPHASISE THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING AN INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD.  AS WE LEARN TO ABIDE IN HIM WE GROW IN OUR FAITH AND WE BECOME MORE AND MORE LIKE HIM
Jesus Himself said,
“‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30)
THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE,
“according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.” (Ephesians 3:11-12)

“that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19)
“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)

IN THE BOOK OF JUDE WE READ,

“But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” (Jude 20 and 21)
4) AND I WILL WORSHIP YOU WITH ALL OF MY HEART

Worship helps us to get God’s heart for people. King David was a worshipper who wrote many of the Psalms and he is the only man in the Bible who God says was a man after His own heart. In the book of Acts we read, “…I have found David the son of Jessie, a man after My own heart, who will do my will.” (Acts 13:22) 
WORSHIP IS A KEY TO HAVING INTIMACY WITH GOD AND HAVING A HEART FULL OF LOVE FOR OTHERS
JESUS HIMSELF SAID,

“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24)

IN PSALM 37 WE READ

“Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4)

THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”     (Colossians 3:16)
5) YOU ARE MY LORD

Most strife and arguments occur when people try and assert their rights and when SELF becomes too much of a focus.
Jesus must always be on the throne of our heart. When SELF comes back on the throne we will invariably have problems.

In the book of James we read,

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.  This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.” (James 3:13-16)

“But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.” (James 3:17-18)

JESUS EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF LEADING A CRUCIFIED LIFE. 
WHEN WE LEARN TO LIVE OUR LIFE SURRENDERED TO THE LORD, (A LIFE WHICH IS DEVOTED TO SERVING THE LORD AND HELPING OTHERS), WE HAVE MUCH GREATER LOVE FOR OTHERS. 

Jesus Himself said,

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:24-26) and

“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of what falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)
THE APOSTLE PAUL ALSO WROTE 
“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.”  (Philippians 2:3)
6) OTHER RELATED AREAS OF DISCUSSION
i) It is by our love for one another that those in the world will know that we are His disciples

Jesus Himself said,

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”         (John 13:34-35)
ii) As leaders we need to love by example

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” (1 Timothy 4:12)

The Apostle Peter wrote,

“Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.” (1 Peter 5:2-4)
iii) The importance of learning to walk in the Spirit

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”  (Galatians 5:13) 

“For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!” (Galatians 5:14-15)

“I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.” (Galatians 5:16-18)

iv) Unity is a key to seeing God’s favour and blessing in our lives and churches. Genuine love for others is a key to unity.
The Apostle Peter wrote, “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.” (1 Peter 3:8-9)
In Psalm 133 we read,

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.  It is like the precious oil upon the head, Running down on the beard, The beard of Aaron, Running down on the edge of his garments. It is like the dew of Hermon, Descending upon the mountains of Zion; For there the LORD commanded the blessing – Life forevermore.” (Psalm 133:1-3)

v) Love is also giving and practical
We see the giving nature of God very clearly in John 3:16 when He gave His best, His only Begotten Son Jesus Christ for a world of lost sinners
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
THE APOSTLE JOHN ALSO WROTE ON THE GIVING AND PRACTICAL NATURE OF LOVE
“By this we know love, because he laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? My little children, let us not love in word of tongue, but in deed and in truth.” (1 John 3:16-18)

vi) THE IMPORTANCE OF WALKING CONTINUALLY IN FORGIVENESS

We must always be quick to forgive and slow to anger. Guarding our hearts with all diligence is crucial. We must refuse to entertain any unforgiving thoughts so that we do not develop unforgiving attitudes in our hearts. We must quickly take any wrong and unforgiving thoughts captive and make them obedient to the word of God.
Walking in unforgiveness will cause many lives to be impacted and breakdown relationships. In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord; looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;” (Hebrews 12:14-15)
